
2nd Week Sharing Time idea for April: 
 

Joseph Smith translated the Book of Mormon by the power of God. 
From http://littleldsideas.blogspot.com 
 

What you will need for this Sharing Time: 

GAK Pictures: 

404- Moroni Appears to Joseph Smith in His Room 

416- Translating the Book of Mormon 

List of ‘Book of Mormon’ written in different languages (example given below) 

‘Power of God’ phrase puzzle, written in symbols/codes (example given below) 

Symbol Key- this will tell what the symbols are (example below) 

Picture of stones- I found mine at: http://www.clker.com/clipart-23243.html, www.sugardoodle.net also has one (you’ll have to color it though.) 

Picture of Gold Plates or make some Gold Plates- I found my picture from www.sugardoodle.net 

File Folders or boxes 

For Senior Primary: Questions written in symbols/code with scripture reference 
 

Before Primary: you will need to type/write the phrase puzzle: ‘Power of God’ (I have made one up that you can use also.) You will also need to 
type/write the questions that will be used for Sr. Primary; these will also be written in symbols/code that the Sr. Primary will have to translate in order to 

answer. 

You will also need to print out some pictures of a rock/stone. You will then attach the stone picture to a box or file folder (I posted a picture of this on 

my blog: http://littleldsideas.blogspot.com).  This will be explained later. You will also need to print out a picture of the Gold Plates or make the Gold 

Plates using gold cardstock, cardboard covered with gold foil, etc. 
 

The day of your Sharing Time: Post/hide your boxes/file folders that have the stone picture attached all over the primary room. You will also need to 

hide the Gold Plates underneath one of the stones. 
 

To begin: 

Display the list of ‘Book of Mormon’ written in different languages, so that everyone can see it. Ask if anyone can read any of the writings. You could 

go over each one, telling them what language it is written in. Then ask them, wouldn’t it be hard to read something in a different language? You would 

have to know the language wouldn’t you? Tell them that when Joseph Smith received the plates, they were written in a very weird language. The 

language was Reformed Egyptian. (If you want to show them a sample of the writing, go to this link: 

http://www.lds.org/ldsorg/v/index.jsp?hideNav=1&locale=0&sourceId=2a759aa07a0ab010VgnVCM1000004d82620a____&vgnextoid=21bc9fbee98db

010VgnVCM1000004d82620aRCRD) 
 

Today we are going to talk about Joseph Smith translating the Book of Mormon and how he was able to translate even though he didn’t know the 

language it was written in.  

Show the children GAK picture 404. Share the story with the children. You could use this, it’s from www.lds.org: 

Primary 3: Choose the Right B 

Lesson 15: The Coming Forth of the Book of Mormon              



Tell the children about Moroni’s visit to Joseph Smith (see Joseph Smith—History 1:29–54, 59–60).  

One evening Joseph Smith was praying. A bright light entered his room. It was night, but the room became lighter than when the sun shines. Suddenly, 

an angel appeared at Joseph’s bedside, standing a little above the floor.  

Display GAK 404, Moroni Appears to Joseph Smith in His Room.  

The angel told Joseph that his name was Moroni and explained that he had been sent to tell Joseph that Heavenly Father had a special work for him to 

do.  

Moroni told Joseph about a wonderful book, a history, that had been buried for hundreds of years. The book was written upon thin sheets of gold. This 

angel was the same Moroni who had buried the plates when he still lived on the earth.  

Moroni told Joseph that when the right time came, Joseph would be allowed to take the gold plates from their hiding place in the Hill Cumorah. Moroni 

also told Joseph many other important things about the gold plates and the special work Joseph was going to be called to do. When Moroni had finished 

speaking, the light surrounded Moroni and he returned to heaven.  

As Joseph lay thinking about what had taken place, the light entered the room again. Moroni appeared a second time and gave Joseph the same message 

he had given him during the first visit. Then Moroni left the same way as before.  

Joseph again lay in his bed trying to understand all that had happened. Then, to Joseph’s great surprise, Moroni appeared by his bed a third time and 

repeated again the story of the gold plates and Joseph’s special work. Moroni added that Satan would try to tempt Joseph to get the plates for money, but 

Joseph would be able to get the plates only to do Heavenly Father’s work.  

• Why do you think the angel Moroni appeared to Joseph Smith three times that night?  

Explain that Moroni told Joseph many things that night that were very important. He gave his message three times so Joseph would learn the message 

well.  

Soon after the angel Moroni left the third time, a rooster crowed, so Joseph knew that it was early morning. Moroni’s three visits had lasted all night. 

Joseph got out of bed but did not tell anyone what had happened. After breakfast, he went with his father to the field to work. Joseph was so tired from 

his experience and lack of sleep that he could not work. His father, thinking he was sick, sent him home.  

Joseph started wearily for home, but as he was climbing over a fence, he fell to the ground because his strength failed him. After he lay there for a time, 

he heard a voice calling his name. It was the angel Moroni.  

Once again the angel repeated what he had told Joseph the night before. Then the angel told him to go back to his father and tell him all he had seen and 

heard.  

Joseph’s father listened to every word and knew his son was telling the truth. He told Joseph to do exactly as the angel had said because the message 

was from Heavenly Father. Later that day, Joseph went to the Hill Cumorah to find the buried gold plates. When he got to the hill, he went straight to 

the place where the plates were buried.  

Scripture  
Read or tell in your own words what Joseph said he found there (see Joseph Smith—History 1:52).  

Explain that the angel Moroni appeared as Joseph was looking in the stone box. He told Joseph not to remove the plates because the time for Joseph to 

take them had not yet come.  

Moroni told Joseph Smith to return to the Hill Cumorah each year for four years. Joseph did this, and each time he visited there, he found Moroni 

waiting to teach him what Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ wanted him to know.  
 

From http://littleldsideas.blogspot.com 

 

 



Picture  
Display picture 3-33, Joseph Receives the Gold Plates.  

Finally, after four years, the time came to take the plates out of the box. The cover was taken off the stone box, and the gold plates were placed in 

Joseph’s hands. Moroni told Joseph Smith to be very careful with them and to guard them with his life.  

• Why was it important for Joseph to protect the plates? (Because wicked men would try to get them from him and would not do what Heavenly 

Father wanted done with the plates.)  
 

(You could wait to tell the children this next part of the story until after the game, for your closing.) 

Joseph Translated the Plates  
Show GAK Picture 416.  Explain that the writing on the plates was in a language that Joseph could not read. Joseph received a special tool to help him 

translate the writing on the plates.  

• Do any of you know what the Urim and Thummim are?  

Explain that the Urim and Thummim are like special glasses through which Joseph could look to help him translate the ancient writing on the plates. 

With Heavenly Father’s help and by using the Urim and Thummim, Joseph was able to translate the words on the gold plates into words we could 

understand. When the translation into English was completed, the book was printed. It was called the Book of Mormon.  

Hold up a Book of Mormon. Point out that this book is what Joseph translated from the gold plates. After he translated the Book of Mormon, Joseph 

Smith returned the plates to Moroni.  

 

Search for the Golden Plates Game 
After you have told the children how Joseph Smith received the plates and translated them, tell the children that they are going to be searching for the 

Gold Plates today. All over the room are stones/rocks (This is where you will use your file folder/box stones). Underneath one of the stones is the Gold 

Plates. We have to find them and translate the message that is in them. This message will help us know how Joseph Smith was able to translate the Gold 

Plates. Would you like to help me find them? 

 

Choose a child to find one of the stones. Have him open the file foler/box and look underneath the stone (if you want, you could put some silly picture 

underneath the stones. i.e.- a snake, bugs, a shoe, etc.) If they didn’t choose the right stone, have them come back and sit down. Pick another child to 

search for the Gold Plates, take turns until you have found the Gold Plates. 

Once the Gold Plates are found, show the children the ‘Power of God’ phrase puzzle. For the younger ones, you could choose a child to come up and 

pick a symbol, then have them try to match the symbol to figure out which letter it is. If you want you could split the primary into classes and have each 

class solve the puzzle. Once you have solved the puzzle, tell them what it says.  

Explain to the children that even though Joseph Smith couldn’t read the strange language on the Gold Plates, he was still able to translate them by the : 

Power of God!! You could finish by showing them GAK picture 416 and reading the last section of the story from above.  

Bear Testimony of Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon. 
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An Idea for Senior Primary: 
You could begin your Sharing Time the same way as above. I just have a different game idea: 

You could:  
Split the Primary into 3 groups. Give each group 2 questions that are written in symbols. Give each group a Symbol Key that will help them translate 

each question. After they have translated each question, have them look up the scripture reference and answer the question. Once each group has 

answered their questions take turns, having each group, share their question and answer. Ask them: Wasn’t that hard, translating your question? Tell  

them that the Gold Plates was written in a very strange language also, Reformed Egyptian. Joseph Smith did not know this language. So, how do you 

think he was able to translate the Gold Plates? Show them the ‘Power of God’ phrase puzzle. Have them translate the puzzle as a group to reveal the 

answer. 
 

You could also: 

Have the ‘Search for the Gold Plates’ game from above, but underneath each rock have a question that is written in symbols. As a primary, translate the 

question and then answer the question by looking up the scripture. Underneath one of the rocks (You may want to hide this one really good, because 

you’ll want it to be last) have the ‘Power of God’ phrase puzzle. Once the children have answered all of their questions you could ask them how Joseph 

Smith was able to translate the Book of Mormon if it was in such a weird language. Then you could show them the last stone (Wait, I see one more 

stone!). Tell them the answer to that question is found underneath the stone. Have them translate the phrase to find the answer: Power of God. 
 

You could also: 

If translating each question takes too long, you could just have different questions with scripture references underneath each rock. Have them read the 

question aloud, and then find the answer. Discuss the question and answer with the children. Then for the last rock, you could have the ‘Power of God’ 

phrase puzzle. Have them translate it as a primary or in separate groups. Once they have solved the puzzle, explain to the children that Joseph Smith was 

able to translate the Gold Plates by the Power of God. 
 

-If you want your questions in a certain order, number each stone, and have the children find #1, #2, #3, etc. 
 

The fonts that I used for my symbols are from Microsoft Word. I used these: 

Bookshelf Symbol 7   Marlett 

MT Extra     Presswriter Symbol 

RefSpecialty 

There is also Wingdings that you could use. 
 

Examples for questions: 
Why did Joseph Smith pray on the night of 21 September 1823? (JS—H 1:29.)  

How was Joseph’s prayer answered? (JS—H 1:30–33.) 

Who appeared to Joseph Smith? (JS-H 1:33) 

How many times did Moroni visit Joseph that night? (JS-H 1:47) 

Why was Joseph forbidden to take the plates with him at this time? (JS—H 1:53.)  

How many years did Joseph have to wait until he received the gold plates? (JS—H 1:53.)  
 

For more questions just search some of the Primary Lessons on www.lds.org. They have great questions for this topic. 
 

From http://littleldsideas.blogspot.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Joseph Smith Begins to Translate the Gold Plates: Primary 5- Doctrine & Covenants: Church History; Lesson 6 

Das Buch Mormon 

The Book of Mormon 

Thai 

English 

Japanese 

Russian 

German 



=A =B =C =D
=E =F =G=H

=I  =J  =K =L

=M =N   =Oa=P 

t=Q       =R   f=S      o=T  

1=U     =V  =W      =X 

         =Y       =Z   
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